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request when I asked the War Office if I might be
allowed to erect a shed on the Plain close to his. But
they refused.

At the time this refusal made me feel very sore. I
liked Cody very much, personally, and greatly admired
his pluck and perseverance ; but it did not seem at all
fair that an American experimenter should receive
more favourable treatment than an Englishman
working in the same line of research. Aviation,
however, was not taken seriously in those days, and
much was to happen before its potentialities began to
be grasped by our Powers-that-Be.

The path of the air pioneer was certainly hard.
Nobody wanted him and he was driven from pillar to
post. I next asked to be allowed to use Wormwood
Scrubs, but I was again refused. Then I applied for
permission to carry out my trials on Wimbledon
Common and this, likewise, was barred to me. I then
began to study the maps of London districts and
decided to use the Lea Marshes where there were fields
open to the public and where I was able to rent a
couple of railway arches under which I could house
my machine. Two of these I boarded in at compara-
tively small cost.

It was early in 1909 that I emigrated to my new
flying ground. I had been obliged to return the
24 h.p. ' Antoinette' engine, as I could not afford to
buy it. In my new triplane I had to be content with
a heavy 9 h.p.' J.A.P.' motor-cycle engine. Even with
this low horse-power I began to make encouraging
progress.

By this time I had gathered around me a faithful
band of assistants, or perhaps I should call them fellow-
adventurers, for they were attracted more by the nature
of the work rather than by the small wages which I
could ill afford to pay from my declining savings. By
all trade union conditions I would have been termed